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CLASP Tutor E-Newsletter    June 2017        Arlene Pirolo, Editor 

Have a wonderful summer! 
Tutoring will begin again on Sept. 18th. Site Welcome Back/Orientation Meetings will be held 

the preceding week (Sept. 11-14th).  Recruit a friend! 

From Our Program Director 

Jan Creasey, Program Director 

Looking forward:  to summer first, and then, a 

new school year. 

In September, CLASP will have a new look! 

Robin Gottuso has worked tirelessly with her 

committee to evaluate and design a new 

CLASP logo and website. Their goal is to 

have the updated CLASP logo in place when 

we start in September. The design is exciting 

and fresh and will present a new CLASP look, 

in print and online. 

CLASP Welcome Back/Orientation Meetings 

at each site are scheduled for September 11-

14. Please plan to attend on your regular

tutoring day to meet your fellow tutors. 

Students will start CLASP on Monday, 

September 18.  

In addition, Friday Tutor Training meetings will 

continue in the fall. Our first training will be 

Friday, September 22, at 3:30. We will focus 

on your “Tutoring Toolkit” and share the best 

tutoring tips that you all bring to the table each 

and every week. We are, together, a great 

resource for each other. 

And finally, we say good-bye to Cheryl 

Nespor, CLASP Site Supervisor at Claremont 

Presbyterian Church. She has taken a full-

time position with Oakmont Elementary 

School and will continue to serve students in 

her new job. Her calm, friendly, supportive 

demeanor will put students at ease as she 

helps with everything they need. We thank 

Cheryl for her dedication and excellent work 

and wish her the best. 

As a tutor, you might be thinking, “I’d love to 

be a Site Supervisor!” You know CLASP and 

what we do and obviously like kids. If you (or 

someone you know) might be interested in a 

part-time position, 3 days a week, as a Site 

Supervisor, please give me a call. I’d love to 

talk with you. 

Have a wonderful and relaxing summer. It has 

been my pleasure, again, to work with you. I 

look forward to another fantastic CLASP year. 
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Families Who Tutor Together… 

This month we are pleased to feature Nancy and 

Charles Daniel as our pair of tutors from the same 

family.  

Nancy and Charles Daniel - CVA 

Charles initially graduated from North Carolina A & 
T State University with a degree in Industrial 
Technology. He was commissioned as an officer in 
the U.S. Air Force. Nancy graduated from Buffalo 
State University with a degree in Speech 
Pathology.  

They call themselves transplants from the East 
Coast, as years after their graduations, they both 
sought careers and further education in Southern 
California. Charles ventured into manufacturing 
and human resources management and to 
obtaining a graduate degree at the University of 
Redlands. His most recent employment was with 
Kaiser Permanente as a Human Resources 
Consultant. Nancy became credentialed as a 
Secondary Special Education Teacher, and she 
also acquired a graduate degree and licensure as 
a Speech Pathologist from Cal State L.A.  

The couple met by chance at an after work mixer. 
They’ve called the hills of Pomona their home for 
most of their married life together. They enjoy the 
community and the occasional surprise wildlife 
visits from the nearby park and foothills.  

Following years as a classroom teacher, Nancy 
held administrative positions including Assistant 
Principal and Special Education Coordinator. 

Nancy retired five years ago and sought out 
volunteer opportunities that utilized her skills and 
interests. She began tutoring with CLASP at CVA 
and shared her enthusiasm with Charles. Upon 
Charles’s retirement, one year ago, he also joined 
CLASP.  

Nancy says, “When I first joined CLASP, I was 
assigned to a student who appeared not to enjoy 

the after-school sessions or working with me. 
However, with a lot of encouragement and ‘TLC,’ 
we have become friends.” 

They both stated that tutoring together is 
gratifying; they can share their students’ 
successes as well as various teaching 
techniques. Their drive home after a tutoring 
session always includes mutual sharing and is a 
learning experience. 

In addition to CLASP, Nancy is active in a 
mentoring program that supports high school girls. 
She also enjoys making cards. Charles is taking 
more of his free time to sharpen his culinary skills. 
They plan to do some travelling, hiking, attending 
live theater performances and movies. 

Charles with students Idris and Ryan. 

Nancy with student Iyla. 

When asked how they would make the tutoring 
experience better, the couple suggested that 
perhaps a periodic 10-15 minute group feedback 
session with the Site Supervisor might be 
conducted to share what went well, badly, or could 
be improved. 

CLASP is very fortunate to have this pair of tutors! 
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Thank You Dinner Success! 

Dr. James Elsasser,  Superintendent CUSD, 
addresses record crowd. 

A record crowd of tutors, board members, San 
Antonio Garden residents who worked the CLASP 
Summer Day Camp, and CLASP Site Supervisors 
and Recreation Leaders attended the Italian 
Themed Thank You Dinner on April 26

th
 at CPC.

Rita Wodinsky, Tutor Committee Member, 
signs people in. They kept on coming! 

Jane Prendergast and Robin Gottuso preparing 
the salad for the dinner. SPECIAL THANKS to 
Robin for jumping in to help the TUTOR 
COMMITTEE with set-up and clean-up! 

Jim Keith, Tutor Coordinator, gives recognition 
to tutors for their service. 

Tutors were recognized for their service, as Jim 
Keith, Tutor Coordinator, presented the annual 
statistics for numbers of students served and 
hours of tutoring provided. The following is a list of 
tutors who regularly gave two and three days per 
week, every week for at least one semester! 
SPECIAL THANKS! 

 Two times per week for at least one semester: 
Chris Caenepeel, Alexis Castellanos, Nicoline 
Christensen, Angela Huang, Kevin Huang, Bev 
Jack, Jan McCoy, Connor Osgood, Dan 
Petersen, Tom Riley, and Norma Rodriguez. 

Three times per week for at least one semester: 
Aubrey Christiansen, Anita Klein, Alexis Miller, 
Warren Miller, Judi Pocock, Summer Sargent, 
and Greg Stout. 

Special THANK YOUs to these Claremont door 
prize donors:  

 Bardot Restaurant

 21 Choices Frozen Yogurt

 El Ranchero Mexican Restaurant

 Escape Salon

 Euro Café

 Frank and Arlene Pirolo

 Lacquered Up Nail Salon

 Massage Envy

 Sprouts Farmers Market

 Walter’s Restaurant

 Wolfe’s Marketplace

And finally, VERY SPECIAL THANK YOUs to the 
members of the Tutor Committee for planning 
and executing a terrific event, members of the 
Board of Directors who provided desserts, 
members of the Interact Club at CHS who helped 
with the centerpiece decorations and also serving 
the food, and to Alan Jack and Jan Creasey for 
their photos and fabulous slide show presentation. 
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Family Reading Game Nights 

Antonio and Daniel with their mothers – 
CPC 

Antonio and Violet playing “Homonym 
Swatter” as Jan calls out the words. 

Morgan, his little brother, his mother, and 
Violet making bookmarks – CPC 

Vee Elliott, the Children’s Librarian, instructs 
students on how to get a library card and on some 
planned summer activities at the Claremont 
Library. CVA 

Jan, Arlene, and Lissa serve the “Pizza 
Game” – always a favorite! CVA 

Kailee, Selah, Teresa, and Beheshta display the 
“backpacks” they had decorated. The backpacks 
had been donated by Kevin Ward, and were filled 
with school supplies donated by the Claremont 
Unified School District and the Los Angeles County 
Fair. Bev Jack, Ellen Hamilton, Barbara Shelley, 
Mary Caenepeel and Jan Creasey stuffed a bag for 
every CLASP student.  A BIG Thank You to all!
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Things To Do This Summer 

 Recruit a friend to become a tutor

 Renew your TB test (due every four
years)

 Sign up to be a driver of other
tutors

 Get a flu and/or pneumonia shot

 Sign up for “Smile.Amazon.com.”

 Watch some of the online tutorials
for Common Core Math, etc.

 Enjoy yourself!

Everyone please remember that this is 
your newsletter, and anything you come 
across or see or think is relevant to tutors 
is welcome. Please submit photos, 
articles, thoughts, etc. to Arlene Pirolo, 
CLASP Tutor E-Newsletter Editor at 
a.pirolo@verizon.net.

Kids’ Corner 

Valerie, Lamarri, Angel, Carter, and 
Rolando ascend to great heights at WP! 

Lead Tutors’ Contact Info 

Lead Tutors are at each site to assist you 
and the site supervisors in any way they 
are able. The ultimate goal is to have a 
Lead Tutor for each site for each tutoring 
day. If you are interested in being a Lead 
Tutor on a day where there isn’t already 
one, contact your Site Supervisor. 

Blaisdell Park 

Bev Jack 
bevandaj@yahoo.com 
951-202-9658 

Jan McCoy 
mccusa@earthlink.net 
818-419-2257 

One Lead Tutor needed 

Claremont Presbyterian Church 

Three Lead Tutors needed - one for each day 

Claremont Village Apartments 

Laura Bouamrane 
laurab2008@aol.com 
909-964-4511 

Arlene Pirolo 
a.pirolo@verizon.net
909-560-3671 

One Lead Tutor needed 

Good Shephard Lutheran Church 

Ellen Hamilton 
ekhamilton@ca.rr.com 
909-624-6302 

Two Lead Tutors needed 

Wheeler Park 

Judi Pocock 
judipocock@gmail.com 
909-624-2938 

Jane Prendergast 
jm.prendergast@verizon.net 
909-624-1804 

One Lead Tutor needed 

mailto:a.pirolo@verizon.net
mailto:bevandaj@yahoo.com
mailto:mccusa@earthlink.net
mailto:laurab2008@aol.com
mailto:a.pirolo@verizon.net
mailto:ekhamilton@ca.rr.com
mailto:judipocock@gmail.com
mailto:jm.prendergast@verizon.net
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End Of Year Activities And Parties 

CPC sixth graders graduate to El Roble. 

CPC – Nacho Party! 

 CVA - Eileen Saldivar assists students in making 
Mother’s Day Cards and Thank You Notes for  
tutors. 

 CVA  - End of Year Party cake. Sixth graders 
Anekin, Teresa, and Chuong each got one of the 

frosting balloons. 

Jacob Landsberg is surrounded by many of the 
students he has helped tutor in 6 years at CVA!

CVA – Each tutor received a certificate and photo 
with all the students they had tutored. Pictured here 
is Antoinette Lewis with all her students. 
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GS – Cristina Moreno, Site Supervisor, 
standing at far right, with all her students at 
the Circus Carnival Party. 

GS – Xochitl Montero does face painting 
on students at the carnival.  

GS – students showing that they love their 
tutors, Tina Van Wert and Ellen Hamilton, 
and the feelings are mutual! 

Cristina Expresses Her Thanks… 

“I would like to send out a huge, ‘Thank You,’ to 
all my GS tutors and subs. Special thanks to 
Tom Riley for tutoring twice a week again this 
year; to Shirley Rude for her special donations 
at Christmas, Easter, and end of the year 
parties; and to Ellen Hamilton, my only Lead 
Tutor this year, for all of her hard work. I 
couldn’t have done it without them!” 

Letters From Students 

CVA – From Sameer to Virginia. 

CVA – From Beheshta to all tutors. 
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A Kleenex Moment… 

By Cheryl Palmer-Bird, BP Site Supervisor 

My Monday Lead Tutor, Jan McCoy, has 
been out for three weeks because of back 
surgery. She tutors twice a week and tutors 
a child who needs a lot of encouragement 
and support. The student has had a big turn 
around since consistently being paired with 
Jan, and they are both very fond of each 
other. 

Jan was concerned that her student might 
have some issues during her absence. She 
gave her a little bear to take care of while 
she was gone and promised her student 
she would return as soon as her doctor said 
she could. 

On the first day without Jan, I suggested we 
send Jan a message, and her student was 
thrilled. I asked her to draw Jan a picture 
with her thoughts on it. We took a picture of 
it and sent it to Jan. This began a back and 
forth of messages and pictures, one even 
from Jan’s hospital room. 

Her student has continued to do well with 
tutoring and Jan’s continued involvement, 
and Jan has felt the special connection has 
been positive for both of them. I have saved 
the messages and photos. The student has 
made her pictures into a book to present to 
Jan when she returns, and I am making a 
book for the student with all of the 
messages and photos.   

It’s [Bottle] Rocket Science… 

CPC – Enrichment  program – students learn about 
and make Bottle Rockets. 

CPC – The manufacturing phase. 

CPC – Countdown to blast off! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjo2OP9no_UAhUk34MKHZimAN0QjRwIBw&url=https://appadvice.com/app/kleenex-moment-emoji-sticker-pack/1205651608&psig=AFQjCNH_Lx7BC7KhJ00n1_yfMbJ0O14Gcg&ust=1495945913716603
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Day with CLASP Student Sessions at Scheduled Sites

Day with Tutor Orientation or Training

Day with CUSD and CLASP Holiday

Day with No  CLASP Sessions, but Students Are In School

Major School District Event

All-CLASP Celebration or Fund Raiser

S M T W Th F S CVA -5/4 * Family Reading Night

30 1 2 3 4*# 5 # 6 5/4 & 5/5 # Senior Finals at Claremont Colleges

7 8 # 9 # 10 # 11 # 12 # 13 5/8 to 5/12 # Undergrad Finals at Claremont Colleges

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 5/18 Last Day of CLASP Tutoring

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 5/22 to 6/15 CUSD school days with no CLASP program

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 5/29 Memorial Day Holiday

S M T W Th F S

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 6/15 Last Day of School

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

S M T W Th F S

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7/4 Independence Day Holiday

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 7/24 to 8/3 CLASP Summer Camp at Mt. San Antonio Gardens 9:00 - 2:00

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

CLASP Calendar for May to July, 2017

May

July

June

Notice: Tutor Training Days will resume in September. Watch for email notices about orientations 

and trainings to begin again with the fall sememster. The trainings have been very successful this year 
and promise to continue getting even better. 

Did you know that there are Common Core instructional videos available online? 
Type “Go Math” and “On the Spot” into a search engine and you’ll find the Think Central tutorials. You 
can choose your students’ grade levels, select the topic they’re working on, and learn how to explain 
the instructions to your students. There are also YouTube videos that are very helpful. Here’s is a link 
to  a YouTube video (4th grade, chapters 1-4). Copy and paste into your browser if the link doesn’t 
work. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drbja24uw6M 

You might want to spend some time this summer watching some of these videos. They’ll help 
you get ready to tutor your students in the fall.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drbja24uw6M
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